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OFFICEKRS OF Tilk BUREAU.

Commissioner _..o ... ..o ..o GREEN B Baua.

IMirst Deputy Commissioner ... ... ... ... ANDREW DAVIDSON.
Second Deputy Commissioner ... ..o ... . ... Ciannes Po LINCOLN.
Chief clerk ... ... .. e CABIAL W. I1SHER,
Assistant ehiefelerke ... .. ... . e LGREEN DB, Raud, Jr.
Medical referee. oo ... .. i ieii e THOS, DL INGRAM.
Assistant medical vefevee oo oo L Jonyx K. Bovps,

Faw elerk. oo oo oo o e MarTIN B. Banney,
Board of Review, ehdef . ... . .. . .. ____. J. R, VAN Maren.
Special Examination Division, acting ¢hict - .. 1 G BUTTERFR LD,
Old War and Navy Divisten, ehiet. o000 CoocCiass WO FILRR.
Fastern Division, chief. ... ... ... ... .. Wakyenr WILHITE.
Middle Division, chief. .. e s WAL ML REYNOLDS.
Western Division, ehief . oo .. ... ... Ricuarp A. DurNax.
Southern Division, chief.._.o0 ... e Fraxx H ArLLew.
Record Division, chief. ... .. .. e Wi, Il Banker.
Certificate Division, chief ... ... .. e o LEveERETT M. KELLEY,
Finance Division, chief. . .. ... .. ... .. _... Wi, B, Soaw, Jr.
Mail Division, ehief. .. ... . . ... ceo oo JEO MANELL TIERMANX,

Stationery Division, chief.___ ... ... . ... .. AdcKeNprue DowNias
Aty and Navy Survivors Division, ehief. .. _..SaMurL 1.. TAggary.
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BUREAT OF PENSIONS.

Number and classification of cmploycs allowed by luw.

Classification. No. | Salary.

Commissioner. ... ...l : 1 $5, 000
First Deputy Conunissioner... ... ..... i 3, 600
second Deputy Coinmissioner . 1 3, 600
Chiefelerk ..o o o i i 2,250
Assistant ehief elerl L1 000
Medical referee. ... oo L. 1 3,000
Assistantg medical referew. ! 2,250
LW ClOT K . L o e et iaemaaaaas 2,000
Qualified SUrgeODS . . iiiiies et ! 2 2,000
Chiefs of dIvESIONS L. ot et . 12 2,000
Prineipal examiners ... . oo L e e : 60 2,000
Assistant chiefy of divisions. ... 24 1, 800
Medical examiners. R it 1,800
Stenographers 3 1, 600
Clerksofelass 4 ... ... T ‘ 1, 860
Clevksolelass S ... ..o . .. .. 0% 1, 600
Clerks 0F ClasS 2 . oo e e - 376 1, 400
SPECial CXAMINOTS © ..ot e e e e e i 150 | 1,400
L S 1 7 T 151 1, 200
Clerks clams S1 000 L e e I 388 4 1, 0oo
Copyists ..o 200 900
superintendent of bhuilding ... .. . ! 1 1,400
Vugineers. . f 2| 1,200
Cabinat-make i 1 20
Painter oo e ; 1 900
T (T U ! 33 840
B L T Y o 12 720
B L T o ‘? 20 100
Captain of Wateh - e e s ‘) 1 840
sergeants of wateh L iiieieeaaoas P 3 TH
S T 71T ¢ O PN P 20 720
Firemen \ E

Luborers. . ! 25 |

Charwomen and fomale 20 i

TOTAL OFFICIAL FORCE.
Thoe oflicial force of the Bureau of Pensions now autiorized by law
There are 18 Pension agents and 415 persons enuployed at said agenciey ; in ull
There are 1,028 boasds of medival examiiers, of Uires pevsons cach, and 582 i

examiners; in ail

Totad number ol persons cmploved i conuee

I8

|urgeon

o with the Bnren of Penstony o000

5,913






BUREAL OF PENSIONS, ITS OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTHS.

THIZ COMMINSIONER.

The Commissioner of Pensions supervises the examination and ad-
judication of all elaims arising under laws passed by Congress grant-
ing either bounty land or pension on account of service in the Army or
Navy during the Revolutionary war, and all subsequent wars in which
the United States has been engaged. The following named divisions
of the Burcan are under his immediate supervision: Appointment Di-
vision, Medical Division, Law Division, Board of Review, Special Ex-
amination Division, Certificate Division, and Finance Division.

All pension certiticates and warrants for bounty land and all letters
rejecting claims are brought to the desk of the Commissioner for sig-
natare,

FIRKT DEPUTY COMMINSIONER.

In the absence of the Commissioner his duties devolve upon the
First Deputy Commissioner.

The First Deputy Conunissioner supervises the business arising in
the following pamed divisions of the Burean: Llastern Division, Soathern
Division, and Army and Navy Survivors’ Division,

All cases involving intricate questions ot law or of fact arising iu the
afore-named divisions are examined and brought by him to the attention
of the Commissioner for lits action.

All elaims involving & large first payment, and all claims involving
wonthiy payments of more than $12 arising in said divisions, are ex-
awined and brought to the attention of the Commissioner by the
Deputy Commissioner, in conjuneiion with the proper head of division,
He also has jurisdiction to re-opeu elaims in the divisions assigned to
his charge, and, in all cases where evidence is filed for the re-opening
of cases, the heads of adjudicating divisicns present a brief statement
of the facts on slips for the action of the Deputy Commissioner, who
notes his action thereon, whercupon the claimant is immediately in-
formed by letier of the action of the office.  Claims whose rejection has
been affirmed Ly the Department ave submitted, with the additionai
ovidence, to the houorable Seeretary for approval before being ve-
opened.
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SECOND DEPUTY COMMISSIONER.

b the absence ol the Commissioner ated Fivst Depaty Commissioner,
the duties of Commissioner devolve upon the Second Deputy Commis-
sioner.

The Second Deputy Commissioner is charged with the supervision of
the business arising in the following named divisions of the Bureau:
Middle Division, Western Division, and Old Wir and Navy Division.
His duties with reference to these divisions are the same as those ol
the IFirst Deputy Conunissioner,

CHIED" CLERK.

The chief elerk has geuneral supervision of the business of the Bureau
ated the assignment of its force. Tt is his duty to see that proper dis-
cipline is maintained aund that the business is eondncted in an orderly
and business-like manner; also to see that the duties of the other clerks
are distributed with equality and uniformity, according to the uature
of the case, and to revise such distribution from time to time for the
purpose of correcting any tendency to nandae aceuinulation or redaction
of duties; also to see that & proper and prompt acknowledgement is
made of all letters and documents received, and that claims are taken
from the files for consideration in their proper order as to precedence,

The chief elerk is also eharged with the daty of keeping a record of
the time of cach employé of the Bureau, and he supervises and cer-
tities all applications for leaves of absence. Ile examines and approves
all requisitions upon the Interior Department for miscellaneons sap-
plies and signs all requisitions for stationery.

The chief elerk has the supervision of the following-nawed divisions:
Record Division, Stationery Division, iail Division, and Admitted
Files. He has general supervision of the mail that does not require the
personal signature of the Commissioner, receives and distributes the
Departmental mail, and promulgates and keeps on file all orders of the
Commissioner and of the Secretary of the {nterior.

Ewmployés not assigned to other divisions are charged to this division,
ineluding engineers, firemen, and watechmeu. Total number at present,
100,

ASSISTANT CHIEF (LERK.

‘The assistant chief elerk is acting chief of thie Appointiment Division,
and the division is under the direction of the Commissioner.

This division has charge of all papers relating to the appointment of
the entire official foree of the Burean of Pensions, including the Board
of Medical Examiners, and of all papers relating to promotions. 1t is
also charged with the preparation of the pay-rolls of the Bureau, and
hag sapervision of the suverintendent of the Pension Office buitding
and of the foree of laborers fon the cave of the bmlding.
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Number of cuployes: { aeting chiel of division, 11 clerks, 1 saperin
(endent, 15 employes.

The rooms of the alorementioned ofiices e open to the pubiic for
the transaction of bisiness pertaining to the Burean during office hours,

MALY, DIVISION.

The Mail Division has ¢harge of the incoming and outgoing mail.
Upon its receipt the mail is assorted into elasses, a8 may be indi ated
on the envelope, letiers mavked ¢ personal” and reports of examining
surgeons and special examiners being separated from the rest. The
mail is then counted and, exeepting the classes mentioned above,
opened and distributed for examination. 'The contents are seanned
with sufficient eare to Qetermine the natare of all papers therein, and
the same are acknowledged to the gender by ecard, excepting original
applications nnaccompanied by any other papers, The papers are theu
indorsed with the name of the division, or, when mis-sent, with the
name of the Bureau to which they pertain.  The date of filing is
gtaraped thereon, and they are made up into packages for distribution
to the different divisions.

Letters marked «personal” are delivered unopeuned, as addressed,
and those marked for the Medical and Special Fxamination Divisions
are sent there.

Applications for aceraed peusion, lotters from other Departments,
and all lettors containing money are recorded in books Kept for that
purpose.

The daily counts of mail matter are classified and recorded.

Applications anil evidence filed ander the act of Juane 27, 183, are
separated from the other papers.

The ontgoing mail is counted and examined to see that the letters
arve sealed and properly addressed.

Letters addressed to foreign countries are made up into separate
packages and the requisite postage stamps affixed.

Yumber of employés: 1 chief of division, 1 assistant ehief of division,
48 clerks and messengers.

RECORD DIVINION.

This division keeps @ record of all ¢laims received by both numerical
and alphabetical records.  The work is classified as follows: Verify-
ing statement of service from State rosters, jacketing, gearching the
records for duplicate claims, numbering, and rvecording all original ap-
plications.

Jacketing all applications {or inerease.

Briefing evidence, letters of inquiry, and assorting and distributing
the same to the proper division.
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Notifyiug claimants and attorneys of the reecipb and mabers ol origs
nal elaims or notifying them when no elaim iz fonnd and ealling for
further data.

Copying data from face ol original jackets and reeording eertificate
numbers on State, combination, and certificate records.

Verifying the work on jackets, correcting services and numbers on
records, and recording the Mexican war applications on alphabetical
and combination records, the admitted cases (Mexican war) upon al-
phabetical, combination, and certificate records, and the rejected cases
(Mexican war) upon alphabetical records.

All original applications (war of 1861-7G3) and applications for increase
of pension are received in this division direct from the Mail Division.
The original claims are jacketed numbered, and recorded. Those for
increase ave simply jacketed and forwarded to their proper divisions.

This division also supplies from the records the name, number, or
service to each piece of evidence or letter of inquiry, when that im-
portant data is omitted, in order that it may rveach as speedily as pos-
sible the case for which it is intended.

Upon receipt of an application for pension the various steps taken
by this division are as follows: The service alleged by applicant is
verified from State roster, and all additional services are supplied when
omitted by applicant. [t is then jacketed, giving name, service, or
services, post-office address of applicant, dates of enlistment and dis-
charge, date of filing claim, attorney’s name and address, after which
a careful search is made on the Stute records to ascertain whether or
not a prior application has been filed.  If found to be a duplicate it is
marked as such and forwarded to the original case; if original it is
numbered and recorded upon the State, alphabetical, and three-letter
combination records, and the claimant and attorney are notified of the
receipt and number of application. A copy is made of the face of the
jacket for preservation in the files of the division, after which the case
is sent to the Law Division to determine whether the attorney named
is admitted to practice.

It is the duty of this division to jacket all applications for increase
of pension, placing the name, certificate number, post-office address,
service, date of application, disability, attorney’s nawme and address,
upon the face of the jucket. Should any important date be omitted in
the application, it is supplied from the records. They are then assorted
and forwarded to their proper divisions.

Admitted cases are received from the Certificate Division, and from
these the certificate numbers are recorded upon the State records. 1u
cases where the applicant alleges more than one service, the certificate
is entered in each service, the letter ¢ P ” Leing affixed to the pension.
able service. All admitted cases, after being recorded, are forwarded
to the admitted files.

IFrom slips furnished by the Certificate Division, the eertificate num-
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bers are wlso recorded upon tiwe thiree leiter combhntion and certiticate
vecords,  The division alse keeps a recovd of all cases forwarded to
the pension committecs of the Senato and House of Representatives,
and of the speeial acts passed in such cases.

Number of employés: [ chiet o division, 1 assistant chief of divis-
ion, 158 other cmployés.

OLD WAR AND NAVY DIVISION.

The following classes of claims are assigned to this division:

O1d war (all prior to 1861, including Mexican war, act of January 29,
1887), Navy, bounty-land, 1812 service pensions, regular Army, Vet-
eran Reserve Corps, Veteran Volunteers (Hancock’s Corps), Uunited
States Voluuteers (recruits from Confederate regiments), Provost Mar-
shal’s Department, generals and staff officers of volunteers, Mississippi
Marine Brigade, Ram Fleet, Gun-beat Flotilla, and miscellaneons
United States organizations and officers.

In a large number of the claims adjudicated by this division, the
same rules apply as in the other adjudicating divisions.

The following elasses of claims belong exclusively to this division:

(1) Bounty-land; warrants being granted therefor for military serv-
ice, or to teamsters and wagon-masters in wars prior to March 3, 1855. |

(2) Pensions for disability or death resulting from army service prior
to March 4, 1861.

(3) Pensions for disability or death resulting from all naval service ‘
down to the present time.
(4) Pensious for serviee only in the Revolutionary war, the war of
1812, and the war with Mexico. ‘
(5) Pensions for disability or death resulting from service in the 1
reguiar Army, aud in all organizations not belonging to any Stafe or
Territory (except colored troops and Indian home gunards), and from j

service as general officers, as staft officers of volunteers not connected
with State or Territorial orgauizations in the war of the Rebellion,

Applications for bounty-land, and for pensions on ascconnt of service
prior to Mareh 4, 1861, and for service in the Navy, are received direct
frowm the Mail Division and are treated sabstantially as deseribed in the
operations of the Record Division.

Call for reports of service and disability are made on the different
bureaus of the War, Navy, and Treasury Departments, as the nature
of the claim may require.

All claims for Mexican war service pensions under the act of January
20, 1887, are reviewed in this division, and, when approved, are sent
direct to the Certificate Division.

Number of employés: 1 ehief of division, 1 assistant chief of division,
78 other employés.



HASTERN DIVISION,

This division is charged with the adjudication ot all claims arising
from service in organizations from the New England States, New York,
New Jersey, and Delaware.

Upon the receipt of claims for pension from the Record Division they
are arranged in file cases in numerical order.

When examiners require work the cases are drawn {rom the files in
their order and charged to the ¢xaminers to whom delivered.  Tn order
that trace of the c¢laim may be kept a slip 18 retained in the files eon-
taining the number of the claim, name, and service of the soldier,
name of the examiuner to whowm the case is assigned for uljndication,
aud the date when first charged from the files. On this slip is also
noted any subsequent disposition of the case,

The first step taken by an examiner towards the adjudication of a
claim for invalid pension is to aseerfain whether the declaration of the
claimant is properly executed and sufficient as to its allegations; then
a call is made on the War Department for a report showing the mili-
tary history of the soldier, the hospital treatment, if any, and, at the
same time, an orderis seut to elaimant or fo his attorney, if hie has one,
for claimant to appear for examination before o board of United States
examining sargeons at somne point adjacent to his place of residence,
It the claim is based upon a disability arvising {vom discase contracted
in service w call also issues for medieal testimony, if’ obtainable, show-
ing the physical condition of the soldier with respect to the disease on
which the claim is based at the date of his discharge, and continuously
thereafter to date. If the records of the War Department fail to fur-
nish any evidence as to origin in line of duty, or existence in service,
of the disability alleged the claimant is vequired to establish these
points by the testimony of either officers o1 comrades having personal
knowledge of the facts, who are required to set forth in their affidavits
all the civeumstances under which the disability was incurred.  Upon
receipt of this evidence a call is made on the War Department for ¢
report showing whether oflicers or comrades who testify were present
at the time and place to which their afidavits have reference.

1t is frequently necessary to held correspondence with witnesses in
order to elicit information not embraced in their testimony, or to further
test their means of knowledge in numerous instances where they have
failed to corroborate their sworn statements in their replies to official
letters of nguiry. The credibility of witnesses is ascertained by cor-
respondence with the postmasters at their homes, exeept in cities with
a4 population of over 10,000, and then tarough some other medium to
be designated when the necessity arises.

In claims filed on or subsequent to July 1, 1880, if the board of sur-
geons by which claimant was examined report that they find no evi-
dence of the existenee of disability from the cause or causes alleged,
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the claimaut is advised of the fact, and, turther, that he will be allowed
to file evidence showing that he 1s in some degree incapacitated for the
performance of manual labor by reason of snch cause or causes.

In claims on account of gunshot wounds or injuries, if the records of
the War Department fail to show that the disability was incurred in
the line of «duty, there is required to be filed evidence showing the time,
place, and all the eireumstances of the incurrence of said wound or in-
jury, in order that the question involved may be properly determined.

Where the claimant can not furnish evidence to prove the origin of
his alleged disability in serviee, owing to his inability to ascertain the
whereabouts of officers or of comrades whe would be likely to have
knowledge of its incurrence, the examiner has recourse to the records
of the Army and Navy Survivors’ Division, from which a list of names
and post-office addresses of officers or of comrades is obtained and for-
warded to the claimant.

Widows’ ¢laims requirve the same character of testimony as that
already cited, together with proof showing marriage, dates of births of
all children nunder sixteen yvears ot age at date of soldier’s death, and
date and canse of the death of the soldier.

In claims of minor children the same character of evidence is re-
quired as in widows’ claims, with the addition of testimony showing
either the death or the remarriage of the widow, and that no other chil-
dren under sixteen vears of age, at the date of soldier’s death, are now
living.

In cases ot dependent parents and of minor brothers and sisters the
same kind of testimony is required to establish title to pension as in
invalid claims, but in addition thereto, it must be shown that the sol-
dier lefi no widow nor minor child, that ke bore to elaimant the relation
alleged, and that ¢lauimant was dependent upon the soldier in whole or
in part for support at the time of the soldier’s death, and during the
period for which pension is claimed.

Claims for new disability ave treated as original claims, so far as
proof is concerned, and musi be proved in the same way.

The nature of all correspondence had in u elaim is noted on its jacket,
together with the date of ihe same, and the namne of the person with
whom correspondence is held. After such action has been had the
claim is returned to the files, where it rests until the testimony called
for shall have been received, or until it shall have been called up by
letters of inquiry concerning its status.

When, in the opinien of the examiner, the evidenve requisite to the
proper adjudication of a claim has been received, all the evidence is
compiled and indexed for convenient review, a fuce-brief made, and the
claim forwarded to the BDoard of Review. The connection of the exam.
iner with the elaim now ceases, except when it has been rejected by the

Board ol Review, or where the recommendation of the examiner has
not been conenvied in by soid Board, 1 rejected, the elaim is vetumed
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to the examiner, in order that notification oi' the rejection may be sent
to the parties in interest. If the claim is retnrned by the Board of Re-
view for further evidenee, it is given such eonsideration, and calls are
made for such further evidence as may be required.

The requirements under the act of June 27, 1890, are prescribed in
order 162, appended.

A list of eases known as the “completed files” is kept in each of the
adjudicating divisions. Placing a claim on these files shall not be con-
sidered as a favorable adjudication of the claim. This arrangement is
intended simply to secure the cousideration of such claims as are ap-
pareutly completed at the earliest possible date. The ‘‘completed
files” are arranged so as to separate the original from the increase
cases. Claimants, or their attorneys of record, may apply to the Com-
missioner of Peusions to have their claims placed on this list. Such
applications must set forth the facts thaf are proved in the case (as
provided by order 151, which will be furnished on application), and
that the claim, in their opinion, is fully made out and complete. These
claims will be considered in the order of the dates at which they are so
placed.

All calls for evidence are made upon blanks which shall indicate by
nuniber the natare of the call; and a record of each call is made upon
a card opposite the number on the eard, corresponding with the num-
ber of the call in the blank. Claimants and their attorneys are requested
to prepare their evidence in response to these calls, according to the
namber, and to indorse on the back of the evidence “Reply to call
No. , ——, 18— These “ealls for evidence” cards are strapped
to the ease, and as the evidence in reply to the call is received the file
clerks immediately record the date of the receipt of the evidence at the
proper number of the call, and this new evidence is strapped to the
sase.  When the last evidence, called for, is received, and a record
thereof mnade on the card, the case is at once entered on the list of
¢“completed files” in its proper order, and the claimant notified. All
answers to applications for status of cases on this list are nupon a blank,
informing the applicant that the case is pending in the “completed
files.”

Examiners are required to devote their entire time during five days
of the week to the consideration of cases borne upon the list of ¢“com-
pleted files.”

On Saturday of each week the enfire force of examiners devote them-
selves to the examination of cases borne upon the pending files, to the
preparation of the necessary calls for evidence in these cases, and to
replies to Congressional calls.

On Friday afternoon of each week the file ¢levks withdraw from the
pending files fiftcen cases for each exawiner, and have them placed
upon the desks of the examiners bhefore 4 o’clock on IFriday afternoon.

For the eonvenicni distribution amd consideration of the work, this

diviston is subdivided into seefions,
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Number of employés: 1 chietf of division, | assistant chief of division,
183 clerks and messengers.

MIDDLI DIVISION.

This division is charged with the adjudication of all claims arising
from service in organizations belonging to Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Michigan. The methods of work are the same as those indicated under
the head of eastern division. This division has —-- sections.

Number of employés: 1 chief of division, 2 assistant chiefs of division,
187 clerks and messengers.

WESTERN DIVISION,

This division adjudicates all claims arising from service in organiza-
tions credited to Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kansas, Nebraska,
Colorado, Nevada, California, Ovegon, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, Washington, and Territories.  Its methods of work are the
same as in the Eastern Division.

Number of employés: 1 chiefof division, 2 assistant chiefs of division,
187 clerks and messengers.

SOUTHERN DIVISION. i

This division adjudicates all ¢laims arising {rom service in organiza-

tions belorging to the District of Columbia, Maryland, West Virginia {
o o ? o ) E=} )

Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, Arkausas, North Cuarolina,

South Carolina, Ilorida, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, <

Texas, and all claims arising from service of the United States Colored
Troops. Its methods of work are the same as in the Hastern Division.
Number of employés: 1 chief of division, 159 clerks and messengers.

BOARD O REVIEW, |

The duty assigned to the Board of Review is indicated by its name,
that of reviewing all the cases of the adjudicating divisions before final
action is taken, whether favorable or unfavorable.

Cases submitted for the action of the Board of Review are received
by the file clerks, who place them in systematic order, according to
date. Trom that point the Files Secction notes all the whereabouts of
the c¢ase in its final adjudication, whetler to the reviewer, to the Med-
ical Division, to the raters, to the adjndicating divisions, and so on,
so that, at any moment, an account can be given.

The chiefs of the review sections are charged with the general super-
vision of work in these sections.

If a reviewer needs work, his chief at once notifies the chief of the
Board, and to such reviewer a certain nnmber of eases are charged in
the order of the date of their reecipt. Ne person knows, in advance
of its review, into whose hands o ease will be placed for examination.
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The reviewer who receives it examines the evidence, and enters his
findings on the Dbrief—the wound, injury, or disease, proved to have
arisen in the service, the facts as to its continuance, or as to an alleged
sequence. This action then forms the basis of the medical action in
the case.

The reviewer is guided by the rulings of the Commissioner in his
general work.

After the judgment of the reviewer is entered, it receives geperal
supervision by the chief of section. All original cases for admission
are again reviewed by section 1 of the Board of Review, which bas that
duty specially assigned to it. If conemrrent action is reached, the legal
status of the case is fixed, subjeet to the approval of the Commissioner.

All claims for increase, when no additional disability has heen set
up after having been once reviewed, are forwarded to the Medical
Division where the rate of pension is fixed, based upon the medical
examination had under the pending application.

All claims for increase in which a new disability is alleged, which are
allowed, receive a second review in the Board of Review before being
sent forward to the Medieal Division.

All cases rejected, or to be returned to the different adjudicating
divisions by reason of the insufliciency of the proof, are again reviewed
in the Board of Review by persons specially assigned to that duty.

After the amount of fee to be paid the attorney has been duly noted
in its proper place on the fee agreement, by clerks designated for that
purpose, the ease is entered on the records and sent to the Certificate
Division for issue of certificate.

If the action has been unfavorable, the case is returned to the Adju-
dicating Division whence it came, that a letter of rejection, or oue
pointing out the deficiencies of proof, may be written.

Number of employés: 1 chief of division, 2 assistant chiefs of divis-
ion, 60 prineipal examiners, 67 clerks and messengers.

MEDICAL DIVIRION.

All questions of o medical nature and those pertaining to the rates of
pension allowed are referred to the Medical Division.

The medical referee, nnder the direction of the Commissioner, has
charge of the boards of examining surgeons, divecting the methods of
examinations through the ¢ Book of Instructions.”

Questions of a medical nature arising in the several divisions of the
oflice, and questions pertaining to the rates allowed, are referred to the
Medical Division by slip on the outside of the folded case. These ques-
tions are answered by slip, and returned to the division from whence
they came.

In elaims submitted to the Medical Division, where it is believed
another medical examination is either necessary or winranted, an ex-

amination is ordered
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Examinations are also ordered by this division where it is warranted,
in the following list of cases:

{1} All original claims rejected on medical grouuds.

(2) All increase claims rejected on medieal grounds in which the ex-
pedicuey of ordering another medical examination is dependent on new
medical evidence filed.

(3) All cases where pensioners have been reduced or dropped on
niedical grounds.,

(4) Cases in which examinations are to be made at home or in
hospital.

(5) Cases in which examinations are to be made by specialists.

(6) Cases in which examinations are to be made by c¢ivil or foreign
surgeons.

(7) Al cases in which there is a question ol syphilis which has not
been eliminated.

(8) Al cases of Insanity.

All other exammations are ordered by the division having eharge of
the ease.

Cases inwhich examinations are ordered by this division have special
instructions written to the examining surgeons in addition to the gen-
eral instructions.  Thehoard of surgeons is then designated and separate
orders are prepared, one ot which is sent to the board and the other to
the ¢laimant.

A record of all orders for examinations made by the Bureau, and a
corresponding record of certificates off examination received, aud also
of the “ fails to appear,” ave kept in this division.

Certificates received and the accompanying accounts ot the examin-
ing surgeons are compared and passed upon.  Fhe accepted certificates
are sent to the proper divisions to be applied to their cases. The ac-
counts, when found ro be corvect, are sent to the IFinance Division,

All certificates found to be deficient in description, or in some other
important matter, are retarned to the boards for amendment.  Ac-
counts are also often incomplete and require to be returned for cor-
rection.

All cases received hy this division are separated by the tile clerks
into bundles and arranged according to the date of their receipt, and
also according to the terminal figure of the cases, and are s0 kept in
the files. The work is then distributed to the medical examiners in
conformity to the above plan.

The medical examiners write opinions in closed eases; and in invaiid
claims submitted for final adjudication, determine the grade of disa-
bility or disabilities, and also of the results arising therefrom. Throm
this the rate of pension is allowed and is placed upon the brief.

In widows™ and dependent claims they determine whether the cause
of death is attributable to disabilities Tegally admitted to he due to the
service.,  Hach examiner keeps a record of the cases acted npon by ki,

11562 2
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The work is then pagsed upon by the medical reviewers and receives
their approval, and is initialed by them, and then reeeives the signature
of the medical referee, atter which it is charged and sent to the proper
division, the adjudicated work being sent to the Board of Review.

The medical referee requires all elaims made speeial by the Commis-
sioner, all claims on appeal submitted from the Seeretary of the Inte-
rior, all claims involving the question of rerating, all cases where the
action of rejection is proposed in original or widows’ claims, all claims
involving the grade rates, and all cases involving large amounts of ar-
reays, to be brought to his desk for personal consideration and signa-
ture.

All letters from the Commissioner in answer to correspondence from
the medieal boards, and upon questions concerning the rates of pension
aliowed, are prepared by the Medical Division.

Number of employes: Medical referee in eharge, 1 assistant medical
veferee. 2 qualified surgeons, 338 medical examiners, 39 other employés,

LAW DIVISION.

The Law Division is in charge of the law clerk, whose personal at-
tention is given to general questions of law and to questions relating
to marriage, divorce, and guardianship.

Tt is the duty of the law clerk to prepare for publication all rulings
and decisions of the Commissioner affecting the business of the Bureau,
and all decisions of the Commissioner relating to the practice of the
Burean in the adjudication of pension claims, and ull decisions of the
Secretary of the Interior in eases appealed to and decided by him, said
decisions being the ultimate or final rule of action in all similar, cases
to be adjudicated by the Commissioner of Pensious, until the same be
either modified or overruled by the Secretary.

He also keeps a record of all employés of the Pension Bureau who
are on the pension rolls (or who are applicants for peusion), with their
rate of pension and salary.

This division is divided into three sections, designated as A, B, and C.

The principal daties of the foree assigned to Section AL as originally
organized, consisted of a eritical examination and review of all claims
for pension or for bounty-land which were on appeal from adverse action
in this Bureau to the honorable Secrctary ot the Interior, re-opening
such as later departmental decisions justified, and those in which mani-
fest error in former action appearcd, and of reporting in detail the
material facts and law governing the official action of the honorable
Secretary, The practice now prevailing in this section requires in all
cases i report to the Secretary of the Interior, without consideration
of the question of the present validity of the former rejection, under
recent Decisions of the Department.

o Section B all complaints of eriminal violation of the laws relating

to pensions come for eonsideration and investipation.  Instrnetions for
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the proper investigation of offenses charged arve distinetly formulated
here, If investigation shows the absence of criminal intent, the case
ends with appropriate action. Technieal prosecations are avoided, but
when the occasion requires it the cases are subnnitted, with proper
letters of prosecution, to the Secretary ot the Interior for the institution
of proceedings in the courts of the United States.  Suits for the recov-
ery of money illegally received are also ordered in this section.  Of all
these suits, whether civil or criminal, a docket record is kept. The
miscellaneous correspondenee of the Buareau is also carried ou in this
section.

Section C. The work of this section (known as the Fee Seetion) con-
sists in considering and settling questions of attorneyship and fees in
pension ¢laims, and complaints against attorneys practicing before this
bureau charged with demanding or receiving illegal fees, and in the
writing of reports to the Secretary of the Interior on appeals of ques-
tions of attorneyship and fees, and on matters pertaining to complaints
against attorneys, and their suspeunsion and disbarment.

Letters from attorneys complaining of the action taken, denying
their recognition in certain claims, are also referred to Section €. The
cases are called from the files and examined, and the attorney in cach
case is advised as to whether or not he is entitled to recoguition, and

is given a full statement of the ficts involved and the reason for the J
action taken. The case is then returned to the proper division with a
slip giving the facts, and an opinion as to the attorneyship.  Similar {

action is taken in each case referred to the adjudicating division as to

either the attorneyship or the fee, as the case may be. Cases which

have been allowed, but in which the fees have not been settled, are

referred to this section, exawined, and the proper recommendation is

made to the Finance Division as to the certitication of the fee, !
In cases in which no fee under the law is to be paid, the attorney

raising the question is advised from this section why no fee can be cer-

tified, and in cases in which the fee has been erroncously eertified, the b
proper action is taken with o view to having the fee refunded and paid
to the attorney entitled to it. :

In reports to the Secretary of the Interior on complaiuts against
attorneys charged with demanding or receiving illegal fees, all the facts
are set forth, together with such recommendation as the eircumstances
of each case may seem to warrant.

In connection with the work thus set forth for this scetion, it is also
required—

(1) To keep the rolls of all attorneys and agents, including all altera-
tions and additions, and to certify at least once in every case brovght
into this Bureau whether the attorney is or is not recognized.  This in-
cludes calls for certification on examiner’s slips.

(2} To keep the rolls of all officers competent to fake evidence inpen
slon cages, Including pension notaries.
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{3) To keep the correspondence arising out of the foregoing subjeets,
including the notitication to all persons not filed and the resulting cor-
respoidence,

(4) To preserve all orders to chiefs of division concerning the suspen-
ston and disbarment of attorneys, and the transfer of cases from one
attorney to an other, keeping a record thereof and 4ll correspondence
relating to the subject.

It is also requisite that a copy of all special acts relating to the pen-
sioning of persons and the reports thereon be kept.  Upon the reeeipt
of the certified copy of said special act the reports therein are attached,
a record made, and the same transmitted to the proper adjudicating
division for action.

All general laws bearing on pension matters, as they are enacted by
each Congress, are kept and promulgated immediately after the ap-
proval of the same by the President.

All applications by attorneys and claimants, under orders idH1 and
155, 1o have cases put on the ¢ completed files,” are reviewed, and, if
inn proper form, are recorded and forwarded to the proper adjudicating
division, and notice sent to attorney or claimant.

Nmber of employés: 1 law elerk in charge, 1 assistant chiet of di-
vision, 38 clerks and messengers,

SPHECIAL ENXAMINATION DIVISION.

The fuanctions of the Special Iixamination Division are to assist in
the adjudication of claims, especially where the origin of the disability
is obscure, or the witnesses are remote from claimant, and he is unable
to secure their testimony, and to detect frauds by institating special
investigations in the various localities where the claimants and the
witnesses reside. T'or this purpose a corps of special examiners has
been appointed, and such examiners are assigned to the districts into
which the whole country is divided, each examiner being intrusted with
all cases to be investigated in the tervitory to which he is assigned;
and if, from the circumstances of the case, it is thought proper to extend
the inquiry beyvond such limits, the papers are returned to the division
with the proper recommendation. On their receipt in the office they
are at once caretully reviewed, to determine whether further investiga-
tion shall take place, or the claims submitted to the Board of Review
for final action,

On account of the large number of special examiners in the field a
large foree is necessarily emploved in the.office, that a proper record
of cases may be made, claims promptly mailed to their proper destina-
tion, promptly reviewed on their return, and every effort made to pre.
vent unnecessary delay in the adjudication of the same.

In the organization of the work the country i divided into five gen:
cral divisions, each of which is placed in charge of o supervising ex.
aminer, who has supervision ot the details relating thereto, each of whom
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B clerks to assist inmatiors ol corvespondence and detadl, the chyed
of division exercising general supervision over all,

Cases are received into this division from the chiefs of other divisions
upon the order of the Commissioner.

The office force of the division is divided into three sections, viz,
account, review, and filexs. The first-named is in charge of the expense
accounts and daily reports of special examiners. The accounts, when
received, are compared item by item with the charges contained on the
daily reports, are passed upon, and either allowed or disallowed, accord-
ing to the practice of the Bureau and the rules of the division.

The review section receives from the files section the cases retarned
with reports by special examiners with recommendation for further
investigation. Cases coming from special examiners with recommenda-
tion for final action for either admission or rejection are not reviewed
in this division, but passed as rapidly as possible to the Board of Re-
view for consideration with a view to final action. Where the recomnt-
mendation of a special examiner for further examination is not adhered
to by the reviewers in the section, the case is sent to the Board of Re-
view for adjudication, the reviewers in this division being satisfied,
from the evidence hefore them, that the elaim is complete.

In the files section cases are received {rom the adjudicating divisions
through the Board of Review. They are first sent to the record clerk
of the files section, who records the namber of the case, the name of
the claimant, the service and the date of its receipt in this division.
It is then sent by the record clerk to a force of clerks in the file section,
who make what is known in the division as *c¢ase slips,” which are a
summary of the reports furnished the Buareau trom the War Depart-
ment, as well as containing the name of the claimant, pensioner, or sol-
dier, as the case may be, with his or her post-ottice address, the date of
the receipt of the case in this division, and the date ot its transmittal
to a special examiner for investigation. The case slips are retained in
the files in order to answer intelligently any communication or eall for
condition. Three elerks, known as “corresponding clerks,” are em-
ployed under the immediate supervision of the supervising exawminer,
and they answer all communieations by letter with regard to the con-
ditions of ¢laims in this division.

The number of special examiners in the field varies. The number of
special examiners proper, as provided by law, is 150, but clerks arce de-
tailed as special examiners as the needs of the service demand.

Number of employés: 1 aeting chief of division, 4 assistaut ehiefs of
division, 5 supervising ecxaminers, one of whom is acting chiet of divis-
ion; 141 clerks. and 150 special examiners in the field.

CERTIFICATY DIVISION.

The principal work assigned to the Certificate Division embraces the
preparation and distribution to their proper ageuncies of pension certifi-
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subes und the otier necessary papers in all admitted claims, whether
tow origned pension, for cestoration, tnereade, re-issue, accrued, dupli.
cale, et

Baddition, the tollewing are part of the duties of this division, viz:

The adjudication of elaims tor daplicates of lost certificates.

The transferring of nwmes of pensiouers from the roll of one agency
to another upon change ot the residence of the pensioner.

The issuing of “ permits ™ upon which to draw pension-money when
pension certificates are either lost or mislaid.

Daily type-written reports fo the Commissioner of all issues, by
nae, residence, rafes, efe.

Furnishing the press associations daily reports ot issues.

Miscellaneous and Congressional correspondence.

COURSE OF PROCEDURE,

The course of procedure in the issuing of certificates is as follows :

Claims aduiitfed for wsne ave veceived {rom the Board of Review at
S p.meeach day. They are sorted, entered upon the records by name,
serviee, ete., and a certificate mumber given to each original case, and
the briefs then sent to the certificate section for the preparation of cer-
fificates and orders fo inseribe.

The jacket section then makes up an admitted jacket admission slip,
the latter for the proper adjudicating division, in cach case, and for-
wards the papers o the notice section for the preparation of notices
of admission for the elaimant, attorney, and accounting ofticers of the
Treasary, and members of Cougress, fee order, and addressed envel-
opes. Al the papers, when properly signed, are sent to the mailing
section, where they ave sorted, placed in envelopes addressed to the
several pension agents and other proper persons, sealed, and forwarded
to the mail division of the burean,

The records are then completed by entering the dates of issue and
mailing in each case, the rates, commencement, disabilities, ete.

The certificates written dwring each day, after being carefully re-
viewed, classified, and veported, are sent to the Commissioner’s room
for inspection and signature,

To complete an issue involves the preparation of about ten papers be-
sides the certificates, viz: Admitted jacket, order to inseribe, admission
slip, notice to claimant, notice to attorney, notice to Auditor, notice to
Comptroller (Navy), press veport slip, two addvessed envelopes, notice
tfo member of Congress,

Number of employvés: 1 chiet of division, 1 assistant chief of divig-
ion, 144 clerks, and 4 messengers.

FINANCE DIVISION,

This division apportions and prepares for disbursement all appropri-
ations for the payment of Army and Navy pensions, arrears of Army
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and Navy penstons, fees snd expenses of examining surgeons, salaries
of pension agents, clerke e, tuel, lights, and contingeut expenses ab
the cighiteen ageneies for the payment of pensions.

1t prepares for the signature of the UCommissioner requests on the
Secretary of the Intevior for requisitions for all warrants on the Treas
ury under each of the toregoing items of appropriation, and upon atl
seftfements made by the accounting oflicer of the Treasury for lost
cheeks, refundiments, aud re-imbursements ander section 4718, Revised
Statutes,

1t receives and records the accounts (weekly, wonthly, and annual)
of the pension agents and examines awd prepares tor approval the ex-
penses of the agencies upon aceounts submitted montily.

[t keeps records of all disbursements for all purposes by the pension
agents amd of the balances of pension funds o theiv ofticial credit, as
well as of all other disbursements chargeable to any of said itewns of
appropriation, and of the balance ol cach in the Treasury of the United
States.

It is charged with apportioning to pension agents the necessary funds
for payment under cach item of appropriations before recited, as well
as with all records, pension vouehers, blank cheeks, and other blanks
needed for theiv official ase, which are divectly forwarded to them Ly
the Stationery Division of this Burean and of the Department of the
Interior.

1t receives and records monthly reports from cach of the eighteen pet-
sion agents, showing the additions and losses to their rolls in each class
of pensioners, viz, invalids, widows, minors, mothers, fathers, survivors
of the war of 1312, widows of the wav of 1312, survivors of the war with
, il widows of the war with Mexico.

Itis eharged with the settiement of all claims under the following de-
seribed acts:

January 25 aud March 3, 1879, granting arrears of pensions; March 1,
1879, granting eivil service arrears.

It is charged with the duty ot explaining to the proper pension agents
the money value of all allowances covering periods for which pension
was previously allowed, the cases in point being deseribed as ¢ re-issues.”

It carries on all general correspondence with and issues necessary in-
structions to the various pension agents relating to their qualifications
and duties, their official bonds, leases for quarters, the payment of at-
torneys’ fees when certified by the Law Division, the acceptance or re-
jection of vouchers, the suspension and reswmption of payment to pen-
sioners, the notice of” reduction of rates and dropping of names of pen-
cioners from the rolls. 1t also submits to the Commissioner a weekly
report showing the amonnt of funds to the eredit of each ageney tor the
payment of pensions under each item of appropriation.

Number of employés: 1ehief of division, 2 assistant ehiefs of di-
vision, 17 elerks,

Mexico
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ARSY AN NAVY N NVIVORS DIVISION,

This division is cluorged with the duty of obtaining the names and
post-oftice addresses of officers aid comrades of the different military
organizations, also of the Navy and Marine Corps, also of surgeons of
the United States Army and contract surgeons who were in eharge ofl
or ou duty in, the general, post, or fiekl hospitals thronghout the loyal
States durving the war, or with buatteries of light artillery and other in.
dependent commands, also of Union ex-prisoners of war.

The records of thiy division are kept upon service cards, giving nane,
Iate rank, company, regiment, dates of enlistment and discharge, and
present post-office address, and are filled by company, vegiment, state,
and arm of service.  These cards are constantly renewed and corrected
by correspowdence with comrades and postmasters to learn of any
changes in post-oftice addresses. These records afford the basis of in-
formation furnished by this division for the purpose of aiding in the ad-
judication of pension elaims in furnishing elaiimants the residence and
post-oftice of comrades,

There are two elasses of calls for intormation muade on this division,
viz, from the adjudicating divisions and from attorneys.

When the ealls are received they ave stamped with the date of receipt,
entered in a book, and given out to the proper clerk, who selects the
sards to be used in each call.  Great eare 1s taken to xeleet the names
ot comrades whose service covers the date of incurrence of disability
in the elaim in which the information iy desired, and in order to have
the information positively accurate the call, when copied, is placed in
the hands of a competent person for review, who verifies the service
and addresses,  Officers” eards ave vertfied by the report of the Adjutant-
General before they ave copied.  Calls made by the Gld War and Navy
Division are sent by messenger to the War and Navy Department, who
obtains therefrom the name and last-known address of the ofticers on
daty, with the company and regiment, at the date of the incurrence of
claimant’s disability., The present addresses of the officers are then
obtained either through the files or through correspondence.

The ealls containing the information desired are then returned to the
division or to the attorney, as the case may be, being tfivst cheeked ont
in the record book, )

Number of employés: 1 chief of division, 1assistant ehief of division,
33 elerks.

STATIONERY DIVISION.

The duties of this division are to take eharge of all the stationery,
and the printing, binding, and engraving ot all blanks, recovd books,
peusion eertifieates, pension cheeks, ete., used by the Burean, the pen.
sion ageneies, the special examiners in the field, and the pension ex-
dmining surgeons througiout the country.
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All the stationery, printing, binding, and engraving, for the Burean
| 1s secured by requisition, signed by the Conunissioner, apon the Sec-
; retary of the Interior.

Allarticles received by the Bureau are issued upon properly approved
requisitions, an account being kept with each division and ecach em-
ployé.

All applications for pamphlets, circulars, blank declarations, and
other blanks furnished by the Bureau to claimants are furnished by
this division. It also fills all requisitions made by pension agents,
medical boards, and special examiners in the field, for blanks and other
supplies.

Number of employés: 1 chief of division, 9 clerks,

ADMITTED FILES.

The Admitted Files has the custody of all the cases of invalid,
widows’, minors’, and dependent pensions of the late war and of the
regular Army, in which a certificate has been issued.

The admitted cases are filed in namerical order in two series—one for
the invalid and the other for the widows, minors, aud dependent pen-

| sion cases. They are made up inte packages of from twenty-five to
: fifty eases, according to their size, and to each package is applied a
label containing the first and last numbers of the certificates inclosed.
When cases are required for any purpose whatever by the various
. divisions of the office, they are drawn out by means of file slips, which
are carefully compared with the jackets, and when correctly made out,

are substituted in their proper place in the package for the case.

Reports of pension agents of deaths of pensioners, canceled pension
certificates, and miscellaneous papers not requiring action of the oftice
are received in the file-roomn and filed with the proper case.

Number of employvés: 1 acting chief and 19 clerks.

COURSE OF PROCEDURE.

The course of a claim through the Pension Bureau is outlined as fol-
lows:

All declarations for pension are received in the Mail Division, upon
each of which is stamped the date of its receipt, thereafter known as
the date of filing, from which certain limitations fixed by law begin to
mn.

The Mail Division at onee forwards the claims to the Record Division,
which jackets them, searches through the records to find if u former
application has been filed, numbers aund records them, and then ac-
knowledges their receipt to the attorney or claimant. A search is then
made through the files, where are kept the certificates of disability
upon which the soldier may have been discharged. If one relating to
the soldier is found it is tiled with the declaration, and constitutes im-
portant record evidence.




Frow the Becord Diviston those claims i which the elatmant v vepre.
sented by an attorney are sent Lo the Law Division for examimation as
to whether the attorney is adoiitted to praciice before the Interior De-
partment. That fact is indicated upon the jacket by the Law Division,
after which the case is forwarded to the proper adjudicating division.

tases withont attorneys are sent to such division direct trom the Record
Division. The adjudicating division is indicated by the State in one of’
the regiments of which soldier served.

The adjudicating divisions are the great corresponding divisions of
the Bureau. They are organized with a chief and assistants, and are
divided up into seetions, each having its head, ov chief, who supervises
the work of the examiners composing the section, to each of which is
assigned its appropriate share of the work. The claims which have
been sent to these divisions from the Record and Law Divisions are
taken upin their order by the examiners.  The declaration is first care-
fully examined, as it constitutes the basis of the claim, Its execution
and the identification of the soldier are looked at, and then it is taken
up with reference to its subject-matter. These declarations constitute
thie original claims, and they are divided naturally into three great
classes.  The most numerous is the class of disabled soldiers. These
are called invalid claims. The next are those of widows and minor
children. These constitute the widows class.  The third are those from
dependent parents.  These are designated as the dependent class.

In all these cases i record of the soldier’s service is necessary, and
is obtained as a fiest step in the examination by a call upon the War .
Department.  In the invalid elaims, the next point upon which light is
necessary is the soldier’s exact physical condition.  This is ascertained
by an examination by boards of surgeons appointed for that purpose,
an order for which is issued when the War Departiment record is ealled
for. These two steps will probably determine a soldier’s rights under
the act of June 27, 1890, If the application is uuder prior laws, two
prineipal facts are to be proved—I{irst, the origin of the disability in the
service and line of duty; second, the continuance of such disability
sinee the service.

The widow’s declaration is taken up for examination with respect to

the legality of her marriage, the births of her minor children by the
soldier. If the claim is made under laws prior to the act of June 27,
1890, proof must be filed to show that the soldier’s death was due to the
service. If under the act named, the fact of the soldier’s death simply,
(the service required by the act having been established,) and the fact
that the widow is without other means of support than her daily labor,
must be shown.

In dependent claims, the fact that the soldier’s death was due to the
service must be proved in all cases. Then, dependence at soldier’s
death (if under laws prior to June 27, 1890) must be shown, or (if under
the act of June 27, 15890) dependence at the time of the application.

-
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Under orders 1449 151, and 150, appended, it is provided that when
acelainant fees diled all the evidence reguired, or cailed for by this
Burean, he or his atforney may cause the inuuediate consideration of
that claim by certifving on honor that the case is completed and ready
for final action. Sach cases make up what is known as the «“completed
tiles,” and upon sueh cases the entire uadjudicating foree ol the Burean
is engaged during five days of the week.

The object of this plan is to provide a systematic and orderly method
by which claims may be adjudicated.

The fact that a claim has been certitied as complete by o claimant,
or by his attorney, does not necessarily imply that the case is then
ready for allowance ; but whatever is required is immediately called for,
and upon the receipt of the same the case is again placed on the com-
pleted files and receives consideration.

When in the judgment ot the examiner the facts necessary to entitle
the elaimant to o pension under the law and rulings o’ the Departinent
are proved by the War Department records, the evidence liled by the
claimant ov his attorney, and the wedical examinations, he submits the
claim for a final decision.  This is done by the preparation of a brief,
using an appropriate printed form. To this forin the evidence is at-
tached; tirst, the record, then the atfidavits, then the medical examina-
tions. This brief is signed by the examiner, and, unless a disagreement
with him is reached in the Board of Review, his connection with the
case ceases.  The case, with the brief, is then forwarded to the Board
of Review, a note of whiclt fact is made in the adjudicating divisions
for refercnce.

The Board of Review now takes up the case in the order ot the date
of its submission. Ilere the case is sent to a reviewer, who examines
all the evidence, and if he is satisfied that final action should be taken,
enters his findings of the tacts upon the brief and signs them.  The case
then goes to another reviewer tor the purpose of correcting any errors
that the first may have made, who also places his initials upon the
brief. If the case belongs to a class that requires medical action, it is
then sent to the Medical Division, when the medical points are settled.
In invalid cases, the rates of pensions are entered upon the briet by the
medical examiners, reviewed by the medical reviewers, and all subject to
the approval of the medical referee.  Atfter proper action in the Medical
Division, all cases are returned to the Board of Review, where, in the
admitted case, the rates are filled in, and cases involving high rates or
large payments of money are brought to the personal attention of the
Comumissioner.

A final record is then made in the Board of Review, and the cases
admitted are sent to the Certificate Division, where a certificate of
pension is prepaved for the signature of the Commissioner ot Pensions
and Secretary ot the Interior. This is again examined, to prevent er-
rors, and is then duly signed and transmitted to the pension agent
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tor payment, and ihe clumani canl his attorney ace notdied of the
action.  The Treasary Department s also inforeed of the action taken,
and upon this the vouchers of the pension agent are examined.,

It the action upovn the review now outlined has been adverse to the
claim it passes {rom the Board of Review back to the adjudicating
division, when o letter rejecting the claim is prepared for the signature
of the Commissioner upon the findings of the Board of Review and the
Medical Division.  If the examination in the Board of Review results
in a disagreement with the examiner, the reviewer notes his objections
to final action—by reason of deficieney ot proof or other defects in the
claim, or for the purpose of snggesting steps that will give the claim-
ant a further opportunity of establishing his claim.  These objections
or suggestions are also reviewed by another reviewer for the correetion
of any error, and are with the case returned to the examiner, subject
to the right of appeal by the chief ot his division.

THE FOLLOWING CLASNEN OF PERNMONN CAN DRAW PEXNSIONSN UNDER
EXTSTING TLAWS,

Under sections 4692 and 4695

1. Any oflicer, including regulars, volunteers, and militia, or any
ofticer of the Marine Corps or any enlisted man, however enr-
ployed, in the military or naval service of the United States,
or in its Marine Corps.

2. Any master serving on @ gun-boat, or any pilot, engineer, sailor,
or other person not regularly mustered, serving upon a gun-
boat or war vessel of the United States, disabled by any wound
or injury received, or otherwise ineapacitated while in the line
of duty for procuring his subsistence by manual labor.

3. Any person not an enlisted soldier in the Army, serving for the
time being as a4 member of the militia of any State, under
orders of an officer of the United States, or volunteered tor the
time being to serve with any regularly-organized military or
naval forece of the United States, or who otherwise volunteered
and rendered service inany engagement with rebels or Indians,
disabled in consequence of wounds or injury received in the
line of duty in such temporary service; bnt no elaim of a State
militiaman or non-enlisted person shall be valid, unless prose-
ented to a suceesstul issue prior to July 4, 1874,

4. Any acting assistant or contract surgeon.

5. Any provost-marshal, deputy provost, or enrolling ofticer dis-
abled by reaxon of any wound or injury received in the dis-
charge of his duty to proeure a subsistence by mannal labor.

Section 4702:
Thoe widows and minor children of those embraced in section 4692

and 4693,
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Suction 4705 :
Widows of colored and Indian soldiers and their minor children.
Seetion 4707

Dependent mothers, fathers, and brothers and sisters of those em-

braced m sections 4692 and 4693,
Section 4728:

Provides pensions for officers aud seamen of the Navy disabled

prior to Mareh 4, 1361,
Section 4729
Pensions widows and minors of officers and seamen of the Navy dis-
abled prior to March 4, 1861,
Section 4730
Pensions regulars or volunteers disabled in the Mexican war.
Section 4731
Pensions widows and children of' regulars or volunteers who died
by reason of injuries or disease contracted in Mexican war.
Section 4732:
Pensions widows and minor clitldren of persons engaged in Mexican
and various Indian Wars,
Section 4736.
Pensions soldiers and sailors who served in the war of 1812,
Section 4738.

Pensions surviving widows ot officers, soldiers, and sailors of the

war of 1812,
Seetion 4741,

Pensions officers and seamen of revenne-cutiers who have been or
may be disabled or wounded in discharge of their duty while
co-operating with the Navy by order of the [resident

Section 4761,
Wounded privateersmen.
Act of March 3, 1875,

Pensions widows, children, dependent mothers and fathers, or or-
phan brothers and sisters of those soldiers who were mur-
dered by guerrillas at Centralia, Mo., in 1864.

Act of June 29, 1887.

Pensions sarviving soldiers and sailors of the Mexican war and

the widows of the sane,
Act of June 27, 1890.

Pensions soldiers and sailors oi' the war of the rebellion who served
90 days and were honorably discharged the service, and who
are incapacitated for performance of manual labor, and for the
widows, children, and dependent parents.
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RATES FIXED BY LAW.

Prior to July 4, 1864, the highest rate for any disability was the total
of rank, which is:

Lientenant-colonel and all officers of higher rank ...............per month.. §30.00
Major, surgeon, and paymasier. ... oo il oo do... ... 25. 00
Captain, provost-marshal, and chaplain ....ooooiiveon oo do_...... 20. 00
Virst ientenant, assistant surgeon, deputy provost-warshal, and quarter-
T T 7 ) SR per month.. 17,00
SRecond lieutenant and enrolling officor ... oo oo it (10 PPN 15. 00
Private and non-commissioned officer_ .. ... .o dol 8.00

The rate of pension for widows, minor children, and dependent rela-
tives is $3 per month to March 19, 1886, aud $12 per month thereafter,
excepting in the ease of widows who shall have married the deceased
soldier after the passage of the act of March 19, 1836, or subsequent to
his term of serviee if since said date. and in the case of officers, the rate
in the latter case being total of rank of the deceased officer.
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Rates jired by Office rulings.

| | |
o ‘: ol From | ¥rom i From Sf;:;:‘;:] N}(‘;f,(:::l_ I“I'f)!]l
Disabilities. | rates. | Dlilg'::rh Aprit 3, (F)'tttnlviwr ber 22, © ber 15, ﬁug!}{qf !
‘ 2, 1873, 1884. |7, 1885. TeRG. . 1887, 14D 1885, |
o e . - B ) ‘L
Anchylosis of ankle..o..oooooiiiiil 3 ... Total
Anchylosis of wrist ... ....... 3 ! Total
Anchylosig of elbow joint . - Total D e N I
Anchylosis of kneo joint Total ........ B O T
Anchylosis of shoulder joint _.............. , Total S B e P TR E AT
Loss of palm of hand and all the fingers, !
the thumb remaining. ... ...t " Total ‘ 18 L
Loss of thumb, index, middle, and ring i |
LY L R ..l Total BV T A | TN FU
Lossof all the fingers, thumb and palui te- |
MATRITIE e et e Total 1
Loss of thumb, index, and middle fingers ... Total T
Loss of thumD, index, and little fiugers ... Total 1
Loss of thinnb and index finger .coooooooan Total iz
Toss of thumb and Tittle finger ... ..o o0 ! Total | ... e | e e
Loss of index, middle, and ring fingers. .. Total L S N PR e [ P
TLoss of index and middle fingers........... Total vl | P D
Loss of index and little fingers ..ol 3 U S SN I [T
Loss of middle, ring, and little fingers ....0 Total L¥: S AN DR 5
Loss of middle and ring fingers......... ... 4
Loss of middle and little fingers ............ Total
Loss of ring and little fingers . 3
Loss of thumb ... by
Loss of index finger . .. L
Loss of any other finger without complica- |
THOMIS Lo e B
Loss of thumb and metacarpal bene. ... oL oL [ B B SO } 1% .
T.oss of all the toes of one foot. .o ... .. | Total i LR Y Lo b
T.oss of great, second, and third toes ....... { Total | ..o oilio.l. R S SO SN
Loss of great tov and metatarsal......... .. sTotal
L.oss of great and second toes............... ‘ 3
Tossof greattoe ...l : %
Toss of any other toe and metatarsal 3
Tossofany othertoe. ... 1
Chopart's amputation of foot, with good 1 i .
resuliS e iiiiiieiiaaae i Total b= SN DU UGN PR SR S
Perigoff s modification of Syme's (no equiv- L ‘
Y R [ Total | 1% 2 S
Toss 0f ONe @F@ . eeuan cveri i ; 1 1z !
Loss of sight of oneeye............aanao.. L

Inguinal, serotal, or ventral herr
Small varicoeelo.
Well-marked varicocelo .

Deafness of both ears nearly total—

Lieutenant-colonel ov higher rank. . ... $22. 50 [T PP R | %26, 25 $27.00
MAJOT oo oo 1875 1 e e foemrene CO218TL 2700
CAPEAIN «o e e ee e e el C15.00 el Doeeans L1730 . 27.00
First lieutenant. . ..ooveeeovone oo .. C12.75 Lo IR s T ©16.00 27. 00
Second lientenant ... ..o oL COALes L | ' ........ e 14,00 27. 00
Private or pon-commissioned ofticer ... 6.00........ | 2700




Lot dved by Office pulings—_{tfontinued
S - g o : , -
\‘ From From 1 From | Yo 1 From 4 pegm
Disabilitiea. Ol araren April Jt.‘.()(nt‘ohm'ﬂ";!”N“'\N"“lm Augus:

vorates. T 22 ber

40187, 1884 ‘ﬁ 7, 1887 1856, \’ T 1833
i !
Total deafness of one ear and severs of ' i |
other— l ‘
Licutenant-cotone) ov higher vank. ... 1560 . | . 5 26,25
Major 12,50 Ll IRTE e [P U1 8T

Caplaill e ... 10,00
Tirst Heutenant ccoooaooo J K50

1500 |-ceeeans Joreene 17,50
12,7 | 165.00 . 2600

second leutenant .o s

Privitte of nop-commissionet oiticer
Qevere deafess of both ears-—

Lientenant-colonel or higher rand .

! - N |15 00 .

Major

SRR
Captain i
Foest Hentenant oo o oo .
Second lisutenant oo . l - -
- : | v
PPrivitie 0 OB com i 4.0
Torul, nerly tnial, or seveis of | !
oty and stizht ot el y-— “ : ! i
ivewienant-eolonc L or hizher rank . ‘ T om0 ‘ o,
Mujor T T a0 o R T
Captain . - . [ R R 15, 1
Je et Deute it . : S : L B g
~econd Henbenn B Lo T R T 2000
Pt oF rstec G cilien Cooael . R RS B L) it
HERS ETTEEE T :
Pioatemtenbeneh or b o ik T B . o It
ST G 1o
[RERTRSTRY Con . ) On [N
{oeet Lentonaan . b . ‘ Z G i [
sl Benenii X T . L R0t
R T NI 11 TE R IR TI S . ;415)1 b \‘ f, 4
ot e Volvates on o ‘ ‘ ‘
o bibwie s ok F NSt . L RS IR [
Y CT A . tos (Y . 9.7 o
L Y RS § O v Gobh L : T [T
Vopet fpenieinnd P L [ I B G0 ! fa0y
Sewesud fienlenand T ‘ i 7. 00 [N
I 07 S cvcsanmissoned atlieer o 1o ENL 10,
St dn e case of wpare dhen e b DY i ing ean not ex-
el L exeepling inthe cose af Sfeen e sne b ol whose rank exeecds thisanmaunt,

Voo he ease where the spee e it e e e Cinabilitios irself s o excess of

Ty o o e ease coa iy

RN 2 andess it s shown that the disabii-

; Hianbihties (Tom peosone s vanses are nnivalent o the loss of a hand or foet.
the ey s her pate, which s

Oprder Noo 145, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERUOR,
BurpEat or PENSIONS,
Washimgton, D, O, Noreniber 4, 1880,

Por the convenient transuetion of the Tesiness o e Bureau the following assign-
sent o dettes isomades

(1) The Virs Deputy Conmmissiona ~ it snpervise the business arising in the
followmg-naimed divisions: Bastern Division, Sonthern Division, and Avmy and Navy
Survivors’ Division,

11562

3
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[2) The second Deputy Commissioner will supervise the huminess arvising in the
following-vamed divisions: Middle Division, Western Division, and Old War and
Navy Division.

{3) All eases involving intricate questions ol law or fact will be brought to the
wersonal attention of the Commissioner for his action by the proper Deputy Commis-
stoner,

1y AN claims involving a large lirst payment, and all claims involving monthly
saynients of more than $12, shall be brought to the personal attention of the Com-
missioner, by the proper Deputy Commissioner, in conjunection with the proper heuds
A divisions.

(3) The chief elerk will have the supervision of the following-named divisions:
Hecord Division, Stationery and Accounts Division, Mail Division; also the force of
messengers, laborers, ete.

The chief elerk will also have the general sapervision of the basiness of the Burens
awdd take eare that proper diseipline is maintained and thiat the basiness is conducted

noan orderiy and business-like mannper, reporting inonediately to the Commissioner
anv neglect, misconduet, or inetficiency of the elericai foree.

e will see that a proper and prompt ackunowledgment is made of all letters and
Jornments reeeived.,

He will also see that claims are taken from the files for cousideration in their
proper order as to precedence.

11 will see that the Pension Bureau building and grounds are put in perfect order
sudd so kept, and o this end he will carefully inspect the force of messengers, labor-
<rs, nnd messengzer boys as to their fitness for the work required of them.

.8) The tollowing-named divisions will be under the immediate supervision ot the
Coramissioner: Medical Division, Law Division, Board of Review, Board of Rere-

few. Special Exawination Division, Certificate Division, and Finance Division.

7y The pending claims now on file in this Bureau constitute so great a mass, that

s ot phvsical inpossibility (o give them all immediate consideration,

T am anxious that the Boareau shiall mieet the just expectations of claimants aud the
iaabiie in the amount of biusiness transacted and the manuer in whieh the dotics are
nerformed.  To this end 1 enjoin upon the entire official force—those on duty here in
Washington, those assigned to duty as speeial exaniners, and the boards of medival
»yianiners—promptness, diligence, and fidelity in the performance o every dnty.

Recommwendations for promotion wiil be made upon merit. The incificient will be
recommended for refireniont,

GREEN D Ravy, ‘}
Commigsioner,

[ |

FHE CARE OF PHE PENSION OFFICE BUILDING.

Cyrster Noo L DepaptyeNt oF THE INTERIOR, |
JURFAU OF PENSIONS,

Waghington., Do Novewber A, 1889,

P his building and the groumis must pomedundely be put i periver order and in
Sovnre be Lept elean and free from dive cond dasty aud te foat enid 1 is ordered

e el elerk shall ar onee provide ~guablb caovers ol eotton elorh for all the

celee d tabiies tnouse. |
o shisll aleo provide deather dusters water bmekeis scrubbing brushes, soap. |

orthe

siw,pelion brooms, andlong-handled haie hrushes oo suitable gaantinges
wrork m hand,
Al persons anployed on the laborers’ torce exce;

ovoiuessenwer duty, and will ab onee repart to the siper

two are herehy roturned

tntendent, whe will imme-

pit shem ro work cleaning the building

3\
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)

The iile cases in the court must be dusted: the tile floor throughont the entira
building and the stairways must be immediately sconrad.

(3) Hereafter the south, north, and west entrances shall be scoured daily.

The file cases in the court shall be dusted daily.

The tile floor in the main hall ivside shall he swept three times per week an.
scoured at loast once a week.

The tile floor of the corrridors and the stairway shall be swept daily after 4 p. m.
and scoured three times per week.

All cuspidors shall be eleaned daily before or after otfice hours.

The intention is to have the bailding elean and in perfect order cach morning at
9 o’clock.

The ice shall be eared for hmmediately alter its receipt, and no slop must be made
in washing it.

The east entrance and the driveway shall be kept scrupulously clean, the superit-
tendent shall impose upon some certain person the duty ot performing this work,

The water coolers outside the rooms will be cared for by the laborery force, an:
the slops all promptly emptied when necessary.

The messengers will care for the water coolers and pitehers in the roowns, and pic
on and take off the cloth covers of the desks and tables.

Heads of divisions will requre all waste paper and litter to be deposiied in baskea
80 as to reduce to the minivuun the lubor of cleaning the rooms.

They shall also vequire all clorks to pnt their desks in proper order upon leaving
thent.

The messengers and messenger boys will be required every evening to properls
dust the desks and tables before covering thenw

Smoking by the official foree is prohibited in the working rooms of the stivisions
and corridors during office houres.

Spitling tobaeeo joice upot the tile floors is expressly probibited.

GrEEN B Raun,

o nsissigner.

Orider No. 1457 DEPARTMENT OF TIE INTERIoR,
BURBAV OF PENSIONS,
Waskington., D. C., Norember 25, 150,

case shonld be rejected until every available source of information has been ¢xamined
uniess the rejection bo elearty upon 1;',;.53,1 points,

Allletters rejecting olaimz shall be brought to the desk of the Commissioner for
Blgnature.

i2) No rejected claius will be re-opeuned, exeept npon new and material evidencas
going to the canse of rejection.

The depaty commissioners will have jurisdiction to ve-open clnims in the division-
respectively assigned to their charge.

in all cases where evidence is filed for rhe re-opening of cases, the heads of adjudieat-
ing divisions will, at the proper time, canse to be prepared o hrief statement of ths
factg on slips for the action of the depnty comunissioner, who shall note his actior.
thereon, whereupon the claimant shall be immediataly informed by fetter of the
action of the office.

(1) Ureat eare wust by exXercised 1n the rejection of applications for pension, N

GRERN
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vvier Now i DepanysBENT OoF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF PPENSIONS,
Washiugion. D, C., December 23, 135,

The wides of pendine elabius s eael division shadl @i onee be examined, counted

i
arad proper account tahen of i

Wl

cecrs to be completes s proper record shadl be made of the elaini on o civd prepared
1 ! prey

Hr salue,

aclaim, upo spection ol the jacket and testinon

stranped to the ease

Sor thad purpese, and the ease shali be kept upon a list known as the “vomplered

“ed thewe eases shall he constdered in the order of the tiiing of the last piece
Foevidence,
Upon examination of these cases, if it is found that another call for evidenee 3+
eiived, sueh call shall be made, and the ease retursiead 1o the diles of pending case-
“await ube reply to Gie eall. When the evidence in response o that eall is fur
~hed, the elaim shall st onee be restored to the list of “eompleted files” and the
dimant notitied.
Placing a claim on the list of “cowpleted files” shadl not be censidered as a fav-
vable adjudicaiion of the elaim. This arrangement is intended simply to secure the
onstderation of the claims which are apparently completed at the earliest possibie

inte.  The “completed files” shall also be arranged so ag 1o separate the original.

ases from the increase cases.

Hereatter all ealls for evidencoe shall be made upon Blanks which shall indicaie by
smnber the nature of the eail. and a vecord of snch call shall be made npon a card.
pposite the number on the card corvesponding wirh the number of the call in the

tank. :

Claimants and their aitorneys are argentiy requestod to prepare their evidener i
Sespoiise te fhese calls aeeording o the number, and 1o dorse vy fhe back of iy

cvidence S Reply 1o call Noo - o | [

These *ealis for evideno e eards shadl e strapyed e the vase mnsd as the evideno

woreply to the aall is veccived the e ek alindl mediarely peeond the date o

weeipn of the evidenve at b proper snnnber of dhe eadl, and this new evidence shal
westrapped 1o the case,

When the last evidenee called for is received and a recopd theresi made on tl
ard, 1he ease shall at onee be etitered on the Jist of = eonppleted Gies™ in s prope
weler and the claimant notified,

Al answers to applications for statns of cases on the list of *completed files™ ~hul!
e spon o blank, informing the applicant that the case is pending in the “comphried
Slews”

Hieveailer the order of procedare in orviginal eases shail be as follows:

ProThe Mail Division shad! deliver all applications Jor pension to the Recore
Division ou (he day received,

21 The Record Division shall promptly make a recotd of the case, give it a nnme
Ber, and acknowledge tlhie receipt of it, and refer it to the proper division.

3y A call shall be made upon the Sceretary of War tor a report of the military
serviee and hospital record of the claimant.

[4) An order for the nedical exauminatiou of the claimant shall be made, and 2
-all shall be made upon the elaimant for sueh evidence as seeins necessary to com-

Siete the ease npon blanks which shall habitually use the same number for the same

~ail, A proper record card shall be made for the case and the case put upon the
“les of pending elaims.  When the last piece of evidence ealled for has been reecived
and a record made of the same upon the eard, the ease shall be placed upon the list
ot ecompleted files” 10 be considered in its order.

Chiefs of division shall require examiners to devote thelr entire tine duving iive
daavs of the week to the consideration of casex borne upon the list of seompleted

Ales.”
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On Suturday of cach week the cntive foree of examiners shall devore themselyves

srnoon of

ORI TUREH R s ferevidence in those cases, O
oo dile elerks - von the pewding Hics Cenach
et hove thens plaecd e the deshe of the cxnng e Dot [T A
Hlernoot:,

[ENTSRE SN S PN AR

i s

Srder Noo 101 DA TIMENTD ol i PN IERIOR,
BUniar o PENSIONS,
Hiassington . T 0 sy v 00

ed to apply to the UConnuissioner of Pensions to .

Cltinns = ar hereby autho
their claiins placed spon the 1ist of *r completed files™ Tor hnmediate consideration,

Sueh appiications may be made by the claimants or their attorneys ot record, wind
shall set forth-——

i1) That ihe declaration has been made in due forns stwing the proper service o
“he soldier and the facts as to incurrence of bis disubility o und his discharge trow
“he serviee,

(2) That the proof establishes that the disability sdleged o the declaration wis
neurred b the serviee and lire of duaty.

) Thai the proof conneets ihe present disability for whicl pension s cluinen
with wonnds or diseases incurred in the serviee, and estabhlishes the fact of disichilitg
during any past pensionable period.

(+) That the claimant bas, with the aothority of the Burean of Peusions, bt
walar medical examinnticn in respeet to thedisability deseribed and elaimed for &
e declararion,

) That, o the opiuion of the clatmant, the elaing;

It
1

futly niade oot and comple

1 the clnims of widows Hmast e alleged that proot has beenmade showine (hae
e soldice died of an injury or disesse vcontrmered o the serviee and that elainee

.5 the soldie
T the vase of depein

s widow,
ant relatives it must be stated thint dhie proper proot of depend

e elaim and that the soldier ettt cowidew or minor chililren,

cnee bios been gled oo

I7 the spptieation ssomade by the attorney of record, inaddition to the othier state.

Glenits renuired, he shall certity wpon honor that, after @ carel consideration of tis
i ) . L v

cuse, he is of the opinion that the case is compleie,
Claims placed upen the list ol completed files™
i the order of the date they are so placed.

Thi~ order does not apply to rejected cases.

unier tins order will he considered

tinpeeN by Rava,
Commissioner.
Order Noo 1510 DryaniMENT or Jhiv INTERIOR,

Brniat or PRNsStoNs
Waskington, Do Ol Cpril 2220 1300,
(1) Where o call tor all the evidence necessary to complete a pension chidn s
seen nude apon the eluimant or his attorney, the status of suek ease will non be o
aished by the Pension Oftiee until the call lias been auswered,

(23 When, in the course of adjudication, a pension clain has reached the Board

of Review., the status of satd case will not be furnished.

frueeN B Rlavs,
Commissioner.
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COMPLETED FILES.

Order No. 1057 DEPARTMENT OF THE [INTERIOR,
BUREAU oF PEN~10NS,
Washington, D. €., July 1, 1500,

Clainints are hereby anthorized to apply to the Commissioner of Pendions to have
their elnims, under the provisions of the act approved June 27, 18490, placed upon the
ligl of “completed {iles™ for inunediate consideration.

Sueh application may be made by claimants or their attorneys of record, ani shall
wet forth—

1) That the deelavation has been made in dne form stating the proper service, the
fact of honorable discharge, and a period of service of not less than ninety days.

23 That the proof establishes the fact that the disability alleged in the declara-
tion is not dne to the vicious habits of the claimant, and is of a permanent character
to snch an extent that hie i unable to earn a snpport by mannal labor.

(33} That the claimant has, with the anthority of the Commissioner of Pensions, had
a regular medical examination in respect to the disability deseribed and claimed for
in the declaration.

(4) That in the opinion of the claimant the claim is fully made ont and is complote.

If the application is masde by the attorney of record for the placing of the claim
npon the “ completed files,” in addition to the other statements reqnired. he shall
cerlify npon honov that. after a careful consideration of the case, he is of the opinion
that the same i complete,

Claims placed upon the list of *“completed files,” under this order, wiil be con-
sidered in the order of the dates they are so placed. Claimants are requesteid, when
theit cinims are complete. to make application to have them placed npon the “ com-
pleted files,” in aecordance with the order above given.

This order will not apply to rejected cases.
GREREN B, Ravm,
Commissioner.

—————

DEPAWTMENT OF THE INTERIOH,
Bunreatr or PLNsions,
Washington, 1. £ Seplogev 120 1=hy,
Cpder Noo 1.7
itercatter in o cawe 1ejeeted by thig office and upon appeal to the Scerstary the
vejection has been affirniad, an order for re-opening the sawme upon wdditional evi-
denee lited stiadl not take offect nntil the same bas been submitted to the Secretary of
the Interior for his approval, .
GRERN L. [lavar,
{‘ommisgioner.

Order No, 16827 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERION,
Brriat oF PENS[ONS,
Wasrhington, 1. (., Septewher 26, 1890.

For the purpose of secaring the prompt adjudication of claims filed under the act
of June 27, 180400 s ordered as follows:

1y That o all orizinal invalid elaims where the claimant, under the act of June
27,1800, has a claim nader previous laws granting pensions for service Ui the Army
or Navy of the United States during the late war of the rebellion, whether npon the
pemding or rejected diles, the proofs iv that claim shall be considered {u eonnection
with the new claim: anid where the proofs in the old claim and a medical examina-




39

tion had within two yvears previous 1o the filing of the new claim estabhish the facts
of an houorable discharge after ninety days’ service, and of the existence of a disa-
bitity of a permanent character not the resnlt of vicious habits, and which ineapaci-
tates the claimant from the performance of manual labor in such a degree as to render
him nuable to earn asupport, the new claim shall be adjudicated upon the proofs on file.
But in all cases where the new declaration clains for disabilities which are not set
torth in the original claim a medical examination shall be ordered where the inter-
+3ts of the elaimants seem to require it, or where such examination is requested by
the claimant.

2y Thatin alloriginal widows' cases when the claimant, under the act of June 27,
1%90, has welaim filed under previous laws, whether upon the pending or rejected files,
rlie proof in that claim shall be considered in connection with the new application.
The poiuts necessary to establish are the following:

First. An honorable discharge of a soldier after ninety days’ service.

Second. 'The death of the soldier.

Third, The marriage of the claimant with the deceased soldier prior 1o June 27,
1R00.

Fourth. The names and dates of the birth of any surviving children of the soldier
ander sixteen years of age,

Fitih. That the elaimant has not remarried,

sixtl. That the claimant is without other means of support than her daily lubor.

I 'pou cousideration ot the claim, if the evidence is found to be insufticient, a call
will be made npon the claimant for all the evidence necessary to complete the claini.
Claimants should supply sneh evidence as they may know fo be wanting in advanee
ot any cadl for the same.

3y Ta cluims nnder the act of June 27, 1200, where a cluimant applies for a pension
under saiid aet for a disability of a permanent eharacter, for which heis already pen-
stoged ot rate Leas then 12 pernonth, under the laws granting pensions to soldiers
~rosuitors of the United States who served during the war of the rebellion, and it shali
arpear frow the proofson tile that he seeved for ninery dayvs apd was honorably dis-

barged. @ ooedical exawmination shall be ordered to dotermine to what degree his dis-
ahilities ineapacitute the claimant from earning a support by manual tabor, and the
claim st be adjudicared thereupon. ’

S b cluis filed under the act of Jane 27, 1890, where it appears that the elain-
‘orto- o pensioner ot o fess rate than $12 per montl under previous laws granting
ieastons To soitliers or sailors of the United States who served during the war of the
rebellion, the evidence filed in his admitted elaim shall be considered in connection
with hig new eluim, aud if it shall appear from the declaration and proofs on file and
a4 medical examination had within two years previons to the filing of the new claim,
that the soldicr is suftering from disabilities for which he is not pensioned, and tha:
hiig disabilities are of a permanent character which incapacitate him from carning a
support by manaal labor, and are not the resnlt of his own vicious habits, the claim
shall be adjudicated upon the proofson file unless a new medical examination shall be
Jdeemed necessary or is requested by the claimant.

(») I claims filed under the act of June 27, 1890, where the claimaut has not ap-
plied for apension under any other act, the proof required to establish a claim will be:

Firat. Proot of service for pinety days or morve in the mylitary or naval service of
the Unired States during the late war of' the rebeliion, and an honorable diseharge
therefrom.

Seconud. Proot that the claimant is suffering from a mental or a physical disability
of u permanent character, not the result of his own vieions habits, which incapaci-
tates him from the performance of manual Iabor in snch a degree as to render him
nnable ro »ati asupp: Th.

Medical evidence and the sworn statements of neighbors will he considered upon
the question of dizability. but a medical examipation will be required to determina
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the degree of disability of thie claimant.  An order for exwmnination in sucl cases wil:
claip is veached in its ovder

be mide as soon s

The facts of sevyice and honoerable discharge tnall eladins ander the act of June 27
180 st be shiow e by veporis from (e records of the Wi bepartment, whicl wifs
bhe calied for by tie Bareas of Pensions,

() Phe cnses ofdeps ndet prrents weder the aet of June 23, B590, require proot tiad
the soldicrs death was o to bia seeviee withour velerenes to the lengibiof sueh seryv-
Cees That he feft noow e o tuinor ehiddesiy, g that such pareng or parcnisare with-
ONL ofher presens means of suppori than theic own maniad labog orthe coniyibntions:
Ly ot Lot their snpport,

130 shad! be takenuyp foradjodication

of others ot leg
(7 Claims filed mrder the wer of Jane 27,
their regudar ovder, and ail necessary action bad <o that they <hall he disposed o
withont delay,
GREEN B Ravan
Conindssioner
Approved:
Joux W, NobLi.
Necretary of the Interior

Ruling No. 238.1 DEPARTMENT oF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF PENsIONS
Waslington, D). C. July B0 I=m,

Rualings 165 and 174 also the ruling taid down o the oA Tocker case, reporied in
volume b, decisions of the Department of the Intervior, page 1, are rescinded.

It aevordavee with the priveiples latd down in the case of Ollie M. French, widow
of Jetterson A, Prench, certiticate Noo 8137, Acting Volunteer Eivutenunt-Connmande
VosoR0 L K Brown, it s held that the pensioner s the o

Pact and proscente nnder the cenead

oto stirrender e

o v e

titiese issued nieder g specd
it o veciilea ey i 1

a cintm has been tejeeted ander the general fns for way .
sant s attenward ploced on the pensionrotis

quired by this Barean st the saud el

by special act, e studionorn I precladed therveby from perfectiag his cladn nnier s

veneral law where the necessars evidenes s atterward discovered, amd thar b~

caryy with it arrears, provided the oviginal elaing was filed in time,
Ruling 149 and 106 are wodified to aovee witho the above case,
Aaates PasNE

Conunisgion

NO 26tz CLARRISN AL HOWEK. DECEASED, MOTHER OF ABRAHAM V. HOWRK oM
PANY B TWENTY.VPIRST MICHIGAN VOLUNTELR INFANTLRY
Ruiing No. 2o, DEPARTMENT 0F 1T0E INTERIOR,
BUREAT oF I'ENSEON-.

Washivgton, . 0 Deevpdher =2, Txsi

The gquestion ty this case relates 1o the nanner of disposition of 1he aceraed pens

~on

With relatiou te the payuent of accrued pension, the aet of March 1, 1880, reters
to three classes of cases:

i) As to what may be considered payment of pension,

{2) As to the paywent of the unomt of pension acerned subseqient fo he last
quarterly payment: and .

(3) Payment in cuses where a peusion certificate shall hine been tssued and the
e, the deatly must have taken

pensioner dies before payiient shall have been made
place after the issue of the certifieate.
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Attention is called to the tuer that ihe decisions ot the Secretary and the Attorney-
General relate only to the Tast clusso inasmiueh as the word = hereatrer” is nsed in the
proviso to the wet of Marvel 1, =200 velatiog onty 1o that eluss,

The act of Mareh 1) Isn), does vor prepeal (he provisions ot section ATIS of e
Revised Statutes, and except s thar seciion is mociied with pospect to the throe
clusses cnmuerated above its provisions are s toree,

It follows, theretore, that in adjudicatiug au ortgingl clains for petsion w hen poys
sioner’s death is known to this Burean and e certiticate does not sssue untii are
that event, the payieent of the penslon must be made b aecordaies wath the pro
Visions o1’ section AT of the Revised Statutes, whether the pensioner dicd befon
after Murch 1, o=,

The date of the death is waterial with respoct to ouly one provision of the aer
Maveh 1, that stated in the third paragraph above,

In this case the claimynt died September 16, 13
or the izstuc of the certiieate, which was dated November 19, 1829, =0 that there is no
state of faets provided for by the act of March 1, 1079, and the accracd pension will
be subject as to its disposal 1o the provisions of section 4714, Revized Statntes, fo

), before the allowance of the case

re-imbursement of last sickuess and burial,
GREEN B. Raum,

Comnissioner

CERTIVICATE Nu. 25917, CLAIMANT, CHARIES JAHNEKE, PRIVATE, COMPANY
SECOND AIINNESOTA VOLUNTEERS.  APPLICATION FOR INUREASE
Ruling No. 2867 DErauryMENT OF TUr INTERIOR.
JUREAU OF IENSIONS,
Hashongton, IO Janagry 16, 1~

'

5othis cases in fOr Gl Pnereuse of tone from &21 to &30, on aceone oy

1t

i alleged total digability of the hand, cansed |

cunshot wound,

The elaimant appeared before me, and 1 eaased sn exmndnation to be made by the

medical referee as to the actual disability of thie cluiment Tle low zrsits o peasioy
o &30 per month for the foss of a hand (act Augast &, TEE6Y, and for such injures o
the hand as amount to o total disability.

In considering the question of total dikability of the hand it must be undepstood
thai in cach case i1 is a question of fuet, Under the law the impairment of this ey
ber miist be such as 1o amonnt to a rotal disability, & e., the use of the hand must b
actually destroved tor all practical purposes. The law fixes %30 us the rate for the
loss of a uond. I the hund or any portion of it remaions and a claim is made for «
pension of F30, It is obvieas that the disability st be equal to the toss ofa hand.
Tu this case the thumb and little finger remain, but the hand has been <o mntilated
by the wound and the flexibility ot the little finger has been so totally destroved
that there is nothing left to this claimiant of the Laud that iy subject 1o his contra
exeept the thumb, and that is of o practical use to him because there is no other
sortion of the hand that can be brought in opposition wich it.

The claimant is therefore, in my opinion, entitled 1o a rating of $30 per month for
a totul disability of the hand.

GREEN B. Ratvy,
Conumisgioner,

11062—04
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